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3. Standing ready to rent out bathing machines
on the beach in 1895.
2. Locally caught fish packed into barrels with salt
to keep it fresh, 1905. The barrels were sent to
market in London and Bristol by train.
1. The ‘ladies’ bathing place’ at Dawlish in 1900.
In those days men and women used separate
areas of the beach to preserve their modesty.
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An illustration of Dawlish Bay from Lea Mount in 1840, before the railway was built
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Crowds throng the beach during Dawlish Carnival (14th August 2008)

Dawlish has it all, spectacular natural
scenery and green spaces, a rich heritage,
and a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
This leaflet will help you to discover the
town’s amazing stories and its special charm.
As you explore Dawlish, you’ll find out how a
sleepy village became one of England’s greatest
seaside resorts. Use the map to find your way
to some of the town’s highlights. At each of the
15 points of interest you will find an information
panel that will give you a fascinating insight into
the town’s heritage. You can visit the points of
interest in any order you like, and we’re sure
you’ll find other great places on the way, including
interesting shops and cosy cafes!

WELCOME TO
DAWLISH, ONE
OF THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL AND
VIBRANT TOWNS
ON THE SOUTH
DEVON COAST!

Image courtesy of Jonny Miller

Image courtesy of Dawlish Museum
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Younger visitors can pick up a separate
‘Rubbing Sheet’. Take the rubbings from the
panels around town. Can you match the people
to the speech bubbles, and collect the full set?

THE STORY
OF DAWLISH

Visitors came looking for healthy bathing and
sea air, and they put Dawlish on the map. The
centre of Dawlish started to look much like
it does today. But as long as the journey here
was long and expensive, the number of visitors
remained low.

This is the story of how a sleepy village
became one of England’s greatest
seaside resorts.

When the railway arrived in the 1840s, it
changed everything. It made travelling to
Dawlish much faster and more affordable,
enabling ordinary people to visit for the first
time. More and more visitors started spending
their summer holidays here.

People have lived in this area for thousands of
years, attracted by its gentle climate and fertile
landscape. The town is named after the stream
that runs through it – Dawlish comes from the
Celtic word Doflisc, meaning ‘dark water’.

Modern Dawlish is a Transition Town. This
means it’s at the forefront of finding more
sustainable ways to live in the 21st century.
It’s a friendly place with a special atmosphere
and a great quality of life.

For most of its history Dawlish was a quiet
village where people made a living by fishing
and farming. But in the late 18th century the
first tourists began to arrive, and the village’s
transformation began.

So what are you waiting for? Let’s go and
discover Dawlish...
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TOTAL TRAIL TIME
APPROXIMATELY
90 MINUTES, OR
TAILOR YOUR OWN
SHORTER ROUTE.

6

UE

Based upon Ordnance Survey Material with Permission
of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the controller of
Her Majesty’s stationery Office © Crown Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright
and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
Teignbridge District Council 100024292.
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TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE
Find out what there is to see and do in and around Dawlish,
and get ready to explore! The interpretation panels here give an
overview of the town’s railway history and modern sustainable
transport in Dawlish.You can also listen to two important
characters who helped to shape Dawlish.
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RAILWAY VIADUCT
(SOUTHERN TUNNEL)
Stand under the famous mini
viaduct and make a wish if you
hear a train rattle overhead! Find
out about the coming of the
railway, and why it was a mixed
blessing for Victorian fishermen.
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RAILWAY VIEWPOINT
Get great views of one of
the most famous stretches of
railway line in the country. Get
a birds-eye view of where ‘the
’Orange Army’ rebuilt the track
after the Great Storm of 2014.

MODERN SEA DEFENCES
Walk along one of Britain’s
most dramatic coastal
pathways, with amazing views.
View the reinforced sea
defences. Please don’t walk
on the seafront path in rough
weather conditions.

TUDOR COTTAGES
See the oldest homes in
Dawlish, which were built
almost 500 years ago!
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ST GREGORY’S CHURCH

DAWLISH WATER
& THE LAWN

THE STRAND
COMMUNITY CENTRE
Check out this welcoming
community space and café.
Learn more about modern
Dawlish and its appeal both
for residents and visitors.

(BESIDE THE MEMORIAL GARDEN)

The oldest building in Dawlish,
this is a treasure trove of stories
and memories, and is still an
important community hub.
Nearby are elegant Victorian
streets ‘The Bartons’.

(NORTH SIDE OF THE STREAM)

Learn about this charismatic
and central icon of Dawlish.
View the watermill, originally
built in the 17th century, and
later restored/rebuilt.

RAILWAY VIADUCT
(MIDDLE TUNNEL)
Enjoy refreshing sea breezes
and stunning views, and find
out about Dawlish’s earliest
inhabitants. If the weather’s
good, why not take off your
shoes and have a paddle?

MARINE PARADE
Seaside holidays in Dawlish
started here. See where
elegant ladies and gentlemen
came to stroll and bathe, more
than 200 years ago.

RED CLIFFS
See how wind and water sculpt
the coastline into weird and
wonderful shapes, and the
wildlife this supports. Follow
the path up the red cliffs for
fantastic views of the bay. Please
don’t walk on the seafront path
in rough weather conditions.
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VICTORIAN DRINKING
FOUNTAIN
Long before most houses had
running water, this was one
of the few places in Dawlish
where everybody could get a
refreshing drink.

MANOR HOUSE
GARDENS
One of the most beautiful
gardens in Victorian Dawlish,
this is now a popular public
green space.

CARPENTER’S BRIDGE
& BRIDGE HOUSE

DAWLISH MUSEUM
See the famous bagpipes that
were played during the D-Day
landings, and learn more about
our town’s amazing heritage.

DAWLISH STATION
Take a trip from our 19th
century station, and marvel at
the spectacular, front-row view
of the coastline and estuary.

You can enjoy views of flocks
of birds from the comfort of
the train, without scaring them
away from these important
feeding grounds along the
Exe Estuary.

(WALL OUTSIDE BRIDGE HOTEL )

Cross this 17th century bridge
and find out how it got its
unusual name. Nearby Bridge
House is said to be haunted
by a famous ghost!

Images courtesy of Dawlish Museum, Dawlish Local History Group, Paul Hillcox, Howard Almond, Jonny Miller, Royal Albert Memorial Museum

